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America’s First Perfect Wine

“It was inevitable that an American Cabernet 
would eventually merit a perfect rating. This utter-
ly compelling and magical effort from Groth offers the splendid 
opulence of the 1985 Cask 23, the power and depth of the 1985 

Heitz Martha’s Vineyard, with the unsurpassed perfume and lav-
ish richness of the 1985 and 1986 bottlings of Mouton-Rothschild. I 
scrutinized every aspect of this wine, finding everything in perfect 
harmony. The opaque ruby/purple color suggests awesome extract 
and low yields. The extraordinary bouquet of super-ripe and pure 
blackcurrants is enhanced by scents of toasty new oak, subtle mint, 

and violets. Sumptuous on the palate, with mind boggling rich-
ness, and brilliantly precise, well-focused, multi-dimensional fla-

vors, this full-bodied wine is crammed with blackcurrant fruit that 
lingers on the palate for more than several minutes. Approachable 
now, the breathtaking wine should be at its apogee between 1992 

and 2005. It is a tour de force in winemaking!  
Bravo! Unfortunately, only 500 cases were produced.” 

— ROBERT M. PARKER, JR.

1985 RESERVE CABERNET SAUVIGNON

100
P T S

THE WINE ADVOCATE
Issue 67  |  February 28, 1990  |  Page 25


