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1985 CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

NAPA VALLEY 

VINTAGE: The 1985 growing season was a bit unorthodox. It began with an earlier than normal bud 

break due to the warm spring time conditions. A long period of cool and often gray days followed 

through the rest of the summer. Early July temperatures rose but quickly cooled and were followed by 

light rains and a series of cloudy days, leaving the fruit clean and undamaged. These weather conditions 

slowed down the hectic pace of the annual crush and allowed us ample time to concentrate on each 

varietal separately as it was harvested and crushed. 

WINEMAKING: The Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot grapes for this wine were sourced from our two 

estate vineyards, each chosen for their mature vines and consistent production of vibrant, healthy fruit. 

The Cabernet Sauvignon was grown at our Oakcross Vineyard in Oakville, in the heart of Napa Valley, 

while the Merlot came from our Hillview Vineyard located just south of Yountville. 

The Merlot was hand-picked during the third week of September. Following several warm, balmy 

evenings in early October, the Cabernet reached perfect ripeness, with the final loads arriving for 

crushing by the third week of the month. Sugar levels averaged 23° Brix, and the balance of acid and pH 

contributed to the classic character of this vintage. 

Fermentation took place in stainless steel tanks at an average temperature of 75°F, with twice-daily 

pump-overs to ensure optimum extraction and skin contact. After seven days, fermentation was 

complete, and the wine proceeded through malolactic fermentation. 

The young wine was then put in our cellar for aging. The Cabernet Sauvignon matured in 60-gallon 

French Nevers oak barrels, while the Merlot rested in Allier and Limousin cooperage. Both wines were 

aged for twenty months before bottling in August 1987. 

VARIETAL COMPOSITION 

80% Cabernet Sauvignon 

20% Merlot 

GROTH VINEYARDS & WINERY 

APPELLATION 

Napa Valley 

ALC: 13.4% 

AGING 

20 months in French Oak 

BOTTLING DATE 

August 1987 
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